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President Chris Speaks 
  Dear Alumni, 
This year’s class XVII is com-
ing to an end. We have two 
more sessionS and the gradua-
tion ceremony.  This class is a 
young energetic group and they 
are making each session chal-
lenging. 
 
As the year ends, we will be 
asking for new board members 
to replace those whose term has 
expired. If you are interested in 
serving on the board, please 
contact Wendy Coles. 
 
One more note, please send in 
your dues, we are working hard 
to bring leadership up a notch 
and we need your support. 
 
Chris Sante 

   Note from Editors:                
  Charlotte, Manny, Mark   
 Looking for updates from 
Graduates of LMC   
    Send your info to: 
    Contact Charlotte 

mustangchar4@aol.com 
ENJOY READING!! 

MR. MARATHON MIKE PUTO 

TEACHES SESSION 4  

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT  

 
   We have found a 
new, easy way to pay 
YOUR ALUMNI DUES  
 
Pay by credit card………. 
    just send the required  
information to Wendy 
Coles.  It is that simple!! 
Stay informed. Pay your 
dues today….. 
       LMC needs you…… 
 
Support your future  Leaders, 
              Stay involved, 
     Reconnect with your class 
      Renew by sending in 
your dues today…... 

Alumni Directory’s have been 
mailed. If you haven’t re-
ceived yours, contact Wendy 
Coles. 

Alumni and Class………..Social ….WOW 

Leadership Monroe will be holding 
board elections in April. There are five 
openings for three year term of alumni 
wishing to join the board and one two 
year term. Each elected Director’s term 
of office shall end on the third anniver-
sary of said Director’s appointment to 
the Board. Directors are eligible for 
consecutive terms. Director require-
ments include: 
·  Be a graduate of the LMC 
· Actively participate in at least one 

committee of the Board of  
        Directors. 
· Must attend the annual meeting or 

more than 33% of the regularly 
scheduled Board meetings. 

· Annually pay the dues to support 
LMC program. 

· Assist in raising annual contribu-
tions from our sponsorship  

· Register and keep their addresses, 
email addresses, telephone num-
bers and facsimile current with the 
Secretary of Leadership Monroe 
County. 

· Make your best effort to attend 
LMC sponsored events (a mini-
mum of two sponsored events per 
year). 

Persons interested in applying should 
send a letter to LMC, PO Box 1364, 
Key West, FL 33041. Letters must be 
received by March 20, 2009. 
The letter should include 
Name, home and work address, class, 
skills, why want to be on the Board and 
area of interest while serving on the 
Board. 

David C. Ritz ORCA  President1 

980   Graduated from University 
of Florida with Bachelor’s De-

gree in Political Science 

1982   Graduated from Univer-
sity of Florida with Mas-
ter’s Degree in Public 
Administration 



 

      WE ARE HAVING A SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER 
                        FOR THE CLASS SEVENTEEN GRADUATION  

    
  

       PAT CROCE 
 
 Pat Croce graced the cover of Success magazine as the first person to ascend from 
the training room to the boardroom of a professional sports team. His remarkable success 
as a physical therapist and pioneer in the sports medicine field to the colorful leader re-
sponsible for the resurrection of the Philadelphia 76ers as a NBA championship contender 
has been defined as one of the most amazing stories in sports history. 
 
 Through his business savvy, dynamic personality, and emphasis on customer ser-
vice, Croce created Sports Physical Therapists, a sports medicine empire of 40 centers in 
11 states, into a top-ten finalist for the prestigious Malcolm Baldrige National Quality 
Award. Following the sale of his company, Croce focused his entrepreneurial spirit and 
indestructible positive attitude on the purchase of the NBA’s last place team, the Philadel-
phia 76ers in 1996. During his 5-year tenure as President, the team rose from worse to 
first in the NBA standings and broke franchise records in attendance, revenue, merchan-
dise, and consecutive wins on the way to the NBA Championships against the Los Ange-
les Lakers in 2001. 

 
Croce has served as a commentator on the NBA on NBC and the Summer Olympic 

Games, hosted a nationally syndicated daily show Pat Croce: Moving In for Sony Pictures 
Television, and performed as a panel judge on ABC’s American Inventor. Croce continues 
to fill requests as a nationally-renowned motivational speaker, and is the author of the 
New York Times bestseller, I Feel Great and You Will Too!, the motivational tome 110%, 
and the business book Lead or Get Off the Pot! 

 
 Croce’s passion for pirates resulted in the creation of the world’s foremost pirate 

museum, Pirate Soul Museum, located in Key West, Fla. He has authored Pirate Soul – A 
Swashbuckler’s Journey Through the Golden Age of Pirates, the children’s picture book 
My Pop-Pop is a Pirate, and the graphic novel No Quarter. And he has a major motion 
picture in development with Paramount Pictures and the Oscar-winner screenwriter David 
Franzoni (Gladiator) about the terrifying exploits of Blackbeard. 

 
Croce was the proud recipient of the “Entrepreneur of the Year” Award, featured on 

the cover of Inc magazine as “The Dale Carnegie of the 21st Cen- tury,” 
and honored with A&E Biography’s “Community Hero” Award. 
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                    LMC SPOTLIGHTS 
Captain Lou 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  

 

Please  submit your 

updated alumni information to 
wendy.coles@comcast.net 

As Soon As Possible  PLEASE 

If you would like to         
be the next spotlight!!!!!!!         
   Please submit your name  
   To mustangchar4@aol.com 

 
 
 
In over a month and a half another class of leadership Monroe will come to a close as class XVIInears the 
end  
of their sessions. This class truly has turned out to be one of the best classes that Leadership Monroe has 
produced. The goal of Leadership Monroe is to teach the leaders of our community about the issues, 
problems and concerns that face our county.  
  Completing leadership sessions is not the end of Leadership Monroe; it's only the beginning and 
many of you may volunteer to work on a number of committees throughout the years.  For those looking for 
a more challenging adventure, might want to consider Leadership Florida. As a graduate of Leadership 
Florida class XXVI I learned a lot about this great state that we live in  Leadership Florida offers many 
opportunities to travel around the state and meet new and exciting people .  Each class of Leadership 
Florida is uniquely different.  Each class travels to different cities around the state so that the experiences 
from class to class are a totally different experience.  My class traveled to Tallahassee, St. Petersburg, 
Naples, Fort Myers, Everglades City, Miami, Mt. Dora and more.  All of this was done in just five sessions. 
I meet once a month with classmates from the southeast region of Leadership Florida. My contacts from 
Leadership Florida have helped me in my day-to-day business. I urge anyone that is interested in 
Leadership Florida to contact P. J. Klena Leadership Florida Program Coordinator 850-521-1222. They are 
now in the process of recruiting for class XXVIII.  If I can be of any help to you in this process please feel 
free to contact me at 853-3211. 


